LAZY  GREEK  WORKERS?
A.  World Ranking among OECD members and accessing countries according to Labour Productivity Annual Growth Rate (2008, OECD. Stat Extracts – in http://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DataSetCode=PDYGTH ) [Labour productivity is defined as GDP per hour worked]:

	1.Korea
	
	+4.2

	2.Slovak Republic
	
	+3.6

	3.Greece
	
	+1.9

	4.Hungary
	
	+1.9

	5.United States
	
	+1.3


[……………………….] 

France:                    +0.5

Germany:                 0
[……………………….]
Sweden:                  -1.8

[……………………….]       

Denmark:                -2.4  

[……………………….]

Luxemburg:            -3.7

 

B.  World Ranking among OECD members and accessing countries according to Average Working Hours per Person (2008, OECD. Stat Extracts – in http://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DataSetCode=PDYGTH):

1. Chile            
  2402

2. Korea           
  2256

3. Greece         
  2152
4. Czech Republic       1992
	5. Poland
	
	                      1990


[…………………………….………]
Third last:     
 Germany         1430
Second last:  
 Norway            1422

Last:               Holland            1392
C.   Annual Average Employment Cost (gross wages’ height) in Greece 
 i). In http://www.expatforum.com/articles/cost-of-living/cost-of-living-in-greece.html): “Comparatively, employment costs in Greece are still the lowest in the  European Union”.  
              ii). In http://www.management-issues.com/display_page.asp?section=research&id=378: 
	
	Pay
	Social Security
	Mandatory Benefits
	Voluntary Benefits
	Total benefits as % of pay
	Total costs

	EU
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	France
	33,106
	12,194
	2,483
	662
	46
	48,445€

	Belgium
	33,432
	11,594
	0
	2,173
	41
	47,199€

	Sweden
	31,941
	10,483
	1,118
	0
	36
	43,543€

	Germany
	31,492
	6,865
	0
	1,575
	27
	39,932

	Luxembourg
	33,432
	4,570
	0
	1,672
	19
	39,673€

	Denmark
	36,322
	109
	1,694
	545
	6
	38,670€

	Netherlands
	30,327
	3,657
	0
	2,426
	20
	36,411€

	Finland
	28,402
	2,508
	4,938
	284
	27
	36,132€

	UK
	31,289
	2,003
	0
	2,347
	14
	35,638€

	Austria
	26,765
	5,862
	412
	669
	26
	33,708€

	Italy
	22,968
	7,667
	2,042
	230
	43
	32,905€

	Ireland
	26,522
	3,183
	0
	1,989
	20
	31,694€

	Spain
	19,307
	6,101
	0
	965
	37
	26,374€

	Portugal
	10,671
	2,534
	762
	107
	32
	14,075€

	Greece
	9,928
	2,776
	865
	149
	38
	13,718€

	Other countries (for comparison)

	Japan
	45,654
	5,922
	0
	5,022
	24
	56,598€

	USA
	40,601
	3,106
	528
	3,248
	17
	47,483€

	India
	1,654
	365
	0
	0
	22
	2,019€

	China
	1,231
	535
	0
	62
	49
	1,827€


*In the table above, do note that in Greece Total Benefits constitutes a 38% of our meager pay. However, this is exactly the part of our wages that the Greek government in collaboration with EU is planning to wipe out!
D.    Indicative Cost of Living in Greece (Athens) compared to Germany (Berlin) – in http://www.finfacts.com/costofliving.htm: 
Cost of living comparisons in €s – 2008
Selected cities worldwide: 1 Euro= US$1.57
(NB purchases at medium-priced establishments) 
   
	 
	Berlin
	Athens
	Brussels
	Madrid
	Prague

	Rent of a luxury two bedroom unfurnished apartment (per month)
	1,100.00
	1,050.00
	1,100.00
	1,400.00
	1,101.38

	Bus or subway ride
	2.10
	0.60
	1.50
	1.00
	0.87

	Music CD
	16.99
	19.00
	18.90
	20.95
	22.77

	1 issue of international daily newspaper
	2.20
	3.00
	2.50
	2.50
	3.93

	1 cup of coffee, including service
	3.50
	4.50
	3.10
	2.30
	3.11

	Fast food hamburger meal
	5.15
	5.20
	5.80
	5.80
	4.29


  

  
E.    My monthly wage is 930€, after two years of full-time work in the same position (and I hold a Master’s Degree and most fellow-anthropologists I know holding a Master’s or PhD work for 650€-850€ in jobs irrelevant to anthropology – i.e. bookstores, kiosks, taxis, cafes). Ah, and I’m never paid my overtime labor… No data for these – I guess you’ll have to count on my unworthy, disreputable, “Greek” word… 
*
It’s high time that workers around Europe show their solidarity with Greek workers, if for no other reason, at least for the crude fact that it’s in your neighbour’s “house” today but it’s definitely on its way to yours: i.e. the crueler implementation of the neoliberal dogma – in a fashion that aims to breaking the “economic circle” to a linear, persistent crisis henceforth ...   Resist to globalised capitalism. Don’t swallow the phony fairytale of “lazy”, “overpaid” Greek (or whatsoever) workers. There might be overpaid high-position, white-collar workers in Greece, as in every country. But they are the minority of the working force – in Greece as well as elsewhere. The only thing purely overpaid is the companies’ profits – and that, by the workers ourselves, both as producers and consumers! Don’t just watch neighbor fellow-workers doing the “dirty job”. Bring protests into your “house” before it’s teared down! 








                Sincerely,

        A lazy Greek worker
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